Clean Air for Schools Programme
• The Clean Air for Schools partnership set-out to equip all schools across
the UK and Ireland with the tools and knowledge to improve air quality.
• With the help of Global Action Plan and the University of Manchester, 19
schools across Greater Manchester teamed up to show what impact their
actions can have on their local air quality.
• Since October 2019, programme has engaged with 6,500 students and
teachers, and a further 6,000 family members, on the importance of
tackling air pollution at schools.

Between October 2019 and March 2020, all 19
schools received:
• a half-day STEM-focused workshop for one
KS2 class to explore air pollution provided by
an Advanced Skills Teacher and Air Pollution
Expert;
• The Clean Air for Schools teaching and
learning resource pack full of STEM activities
relating to air pollution matched to the 2014
national curriculum and recent Ofsted
recommendations;

Findings: Student health & ability to learn
Children are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of air pollution
because their organs and immune systems are still developing.
•

50% reduction in air pollution around schools across the UK and
Ireland could halve the number of children who have lung function
so poor as to affect their everyday lives.

•

New modelling which suggests that maintaining lower air pollution
levels by 20% could improve the development of a child’s working
memory by 6%, the equivalent of four weeks extra learning time
per year.

The Framework
The Clean Air for Schools Framework is a free,
online tool to help every school create a
tailored clean air action plan to tackle air
pollution in and around the school.
Tested by teachers, headteachers, local
authorities and academics. Endorsed by the
Philips Foundation, Living Streets, Modeshift
STARS and Mums for Lungs, with the support
of Philips and National Association of Head
Teachers.
www.transform-ourworld.org/programmes/clean-air-for-schools

